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ά!ƳŀȊƛƴƎΗέ  

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ our very own SIGSCV Director Jo Ann      Di 

Vindigni described the keynote speaker at the 19th 

Soroptimist International Convention held in Montréal, 

Canada, July 10 ς мпΦ  άhƴŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǿŀǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƴŜȄǘΣέ said Jo Ann, who attended the Convention with 

SIGSCV former president and current El Camino Real 

Director, Dora Zavala, as well as Cheri Fleming, former 

president of the El Camino Region and current board 

member for SI of the Americas.  Dora, Jo Ann, and Cheri 

were three of fourteen representatives from our El Camino Real region who benefitted from a variety of 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƳŜΥ ά²ƻƳŜƴΥ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ /ƛǾƛƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέΦ 

 
The SI Convention is held in a different city 

every four years and provides an opportunity for 

women leaders in their various fields of endeavor 

to come speak, inspire, and teach fellow 

Soroptimists how to be leaders. 

Dora Zavala and Jo Ann Vindigni  

Soroptimist International of Greater Santa Clarita Valley  

Special Event Article ɬ Summer 2011 

contact@sigscv.org 

www.sigscv.org  
 

El Camino Real Region Representatives 
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5ƻǊŀ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ мΣнлл ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ {ƻǊƻǇǘimists from 

different countries ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  To emphasize and encourage cross-cultural collaboration the 

first evening opened with an address by outgoing president Hannah Jensbo, which was followed by 

άCǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎέ where everyone arrived ƛƴ ΨƴŀǘƛǾŜΩ ŘǊŜǎǎ prepared to share a trinket for 

remembrance.  {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ 5ƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ Wƻ !ƴƴΩǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƭƻǿΤ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Convention albums 

and details the SI Convention website:  http://si -montreal2011.org/index.html 

 SI members from Japan were recognized on stage the first night for the recent devastation s there. 

 

The Convention spans four days that are filled with keynote addresses in the morning and 

workshops in the afternoon. JoAnn and Dora shared that especially inspiring speakers included the 

Honorable Adrienne Clarkson, former Governor General of Canada.  Clarkson fled Hong Kong during WWII 

in 1942 as a child and found a new home in Ottawa as a refugee where she toiled tirelessly and eventually 

rose above much heartache to serve others with poise and passion.  

The next speaker, Dr. Samantha Nutt, appeared άsaint-

likeέ as she described her more than 15 years serving in war 

zones to spread peace, human rights, and social justice. Dr. 

Nutt has spearheaded efforts to provide direct humanitarian 

support and long-term programming to war-affected children 

and their families.  Her contributions as a medical doctor fulfill 

ǘƘŜ {L tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ !ǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

directly support the mission of the Sierra Project aimed at 

helping disadvantaged women and children in Sierra Leone.  

Visit their site to read a letter of gratitude to Soroptimist 

International. 

l to r: Jo Ann, Dora, Outgoing Pres. ς Hanne Jensbo,  
Gov. Elect for ECRR, Linda Haines  

SI Japanese Contingent in Native Dress  

http://projectsierra.org/  

http://si-montreal2011.org/index.html
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Sugar Daddy Pierre!  

hǳǊ ƛƴǘǊŜǇƛŘ {ƻǊƻǇǘƛƳƛǎǘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ΨƴƻΩ 

for an answer when told at the door that their desired 

afternoon workshop was full.  They insisted on crashing 

the sessions that they felt could benefit us all and so 

they participated with a seat on the floor! 

Our El Camino Real Team absorbed lessons and 

leadership in workshops with topics ranging from  

human trafficking, water for life, and global advocacy, to 

making pregnancy safer, Commission on Status of 

Women at the UN, and Project identification and 

Evaluation processes, just to name a few. 

Of course, convention planners scheduled in 

plenty of time for attendees to soak in the local Montreal sights and sounds with organized tours.  Where 

did our girls choose to go?  ²ƘȅΣ ά¢ƘŜ {ǳƎŀǊ {ƘŀŎƪέΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΗ   aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ Memmott, Governor of El 

Camino Real Region, decided some sweet syrupy stuff served in real log cabins in the forest would be the 

perfect team-building opportunity.  Travelling by bus, horse-drawn cart and snacking with other tour 

members from places like Ireland and England only enriched the experience.  

        

                             

Gov. Elect of ECRR, Linda Haines,  
 {ŜŎƻƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǊƛƎƘǘΧ 

Χǿƻƴϥǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƴo for an answer!  

New Friends! 

El Camino Real Region on TourΧ 

The Sugar Shack! 

 


